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ABSTRACT

A description of the School for Dccumentalists and
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SCHOUL FUR DULUUMENTALISTS AND SPECIAL LIBRARIANS

EDUCATION

(Escueles de documentulistas y blhllOtBCGIIOS 88 . o
recializadns) o SO RRILEE

Antecedents_in Argentins

In Argentina there is no school Specifically devoted to the b

training of documentalists or of assistants of information. The ante-
cedents that exist on this matter are: the first Course of documenta-

l1sts that wes dalivered at the Fecultad de Cienciss Exactas da la Uni-

vegsidad de Huenns Aires (School of Exect Sciences of Busnos Aires Uni- -
versity) in 1952 and was sponsored by the Direccifn Nacional de Inves-
tigeciones Cientfficas y Técnicas (Wationel Direction Yor Scientific’
and Technical Research): the Hegional (ourse, crganized by the Consejo
Necionel de Irvestigaciones {(ientificus y Técnlcas {National fLouncil
for Scientific and Technical Resmerch) and' the Centro de Cooperacifin
Cientifice para 1a Amfrica Latina de la UWESCO, this course teok place
in 1964 (23 hovember-19 iLecember); the Course of documertation for re-
searchers, sponsored by the Centre for Scientific Documentation of the
CONICET, this course was delivered in 1966 (11 Julye5 August.. In 1969
and 1970 similar courses were delivered again at the ZNNICEY and fina-
lly, in 1970, in the Lentral {ibhrary of La Plate University, Prof.Eng.
Marcel Van Dijk delivered a caurse an "Automation and industrial infor-

mation”, This course wss specially programmed for the School of Documen=~ _

talists and Special Librarians that comes indaxr” tha Csnt"al L1brary of
l.a Plata University, .

Antecedente in other conuntries

At the interrational level, more snd more differentiation is
being made between the training of the librariasns that will work at na-
tional, public and primary schools librariesg, and that of the documen-
talists and assistants of information that will perform their duties
at special libraries, acadamies,decumentation cantres, compesny infocrma-
tion services, public administration offices,etc. i:r'( STRREN

Prof. H. Horko says in "Information Science:Wwhat is.it? (Ame-
rican Joc. v.i9,n2l,Janusry 196k pp.3-5): "Informatioh science has he-
come &n 1nterd15L1pl1nary science derived or connected to such discie-
plines as mathematics, logics, linoliistics, paychealggy,informatics,ope-
rative research, graphic arts, compunication, librarienship,management,
etc," i '

Aims of the "Schcol for Jocumentalists and 5pec1al L1brar1ans"

The aims of this Schonl are to trein pers onnel who Hlll wo rk
at special and university libraries, documentation and informetion cen-
tres, laborstories, public offices end industrial firms.

Ta organize & Schonl for documentalists which does not presen-
tly exist in our country. Ir this woy library teaching: is characterized
and cverlapping with existing schools of l1hrar1&nsh1p is svoided,

In Lr Plata, the specifically library treining is -in tharge of. the fs-
cuela Superior de Hihliotetoingfa that comes under the prov1ﬂ2181 Gover-
nrernt. The purpose of this new Schon! of La Plata Natlonal Uriversity

is to train srecialists in infarmation sciance, in the use of sources
and reference services in order thmt they can collaborate w;th researv-
chers, praofessors,techniciars, nublirc afficials and students, In the
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setting up of this School. it hes alsn been taken into account the tech-
nolngicael and socio economic aspects of the area which is under the in-

fluence of La Pluts hationul Uriversity.

Adademic_and_administrative dependence

To determine the convenience of the fact that this School
wnrks in the University (Centrel) Library, the following antecedents ha-
ve heen taken into account as far as the academic and administrative
aspects are concerned:

a) the experience of more advanced Countriegs in the develop-
ment nf this discipline and where similar schoonls work, With reference

to the inclusion of Schools of Librarians into the g£tructure of univer-

sity libraries, two wall xnown specialists -L. Wilson and M., Tauber-
say in "lLa biblinteca universitaria", Unién Panamericana,l963: "The
librerian acts as Jirector of the Library and Dean of the School, and
manages both budgets, controls both yroupeof employées and is free to
join as he wish=s both the interests of librery and school. Presertly,
several of the oldest and best reputed schools for librarians are un-
der the control of heads whn also manage the libraries. [n general, a
librarian-dean is paid higher than a librarian is; he belongs to the
teaching staff and therefore he heas direct contact with the whole tea-
ching staff to wich -as we already said- he belongs. The problems that
these two types ot n'gannzutlons pose include both teaching and adml-
nistrative relations"

b) The axistence of an ideal lahboratory of work such es the
Documentation Centre of the University Libraery.

c) As a cnordirmating instrument of the library system, the
Central Library keeps » clnse relatinn with all the University schnols
through their representatives, i.e. the professors who make up the
Library Advisory (ommission and at the same time ect as the School
Academic Advisory Committse, '

d) The Central Library has class-rooms specially fitted for

“teaching purpnses and the students have the oportunity to know the

Library works,

e) The administzetive organization of the Libraryﬂfacjlita-
tes the activities of the %chool without an increase in parsennel ex-
penses. . '

Lependencs ’

The School for Documentaelists and Special Librarians comes
under the chief authorities of the liniversity (i.e. it comes under
the Superior louncil or under the Presidency, as far as the acadpmlc
or the administrative aspects are concerned).

Place and timetable:La Plata MNatinnal University Library. Monday
through fFriday since 4 pm,

Librarianshio studies planning

Librarianship studies are made up of compulsory courses
(theoretical and practicul) and nptional courses which will let the
students to choose from according to their own ‘interest.

wevertheless, sccording to the system of credits the stu-
dentswill have to include o« definite number of optional courses to

e

g

Dot ATAgaEes | o

a-

L W

L et s
P I S
T & T

e STt
.

':_-,1;’. 4;,{'



L4

reach the total number of credits required to obtein the diploma.

Systems of rredits

Taking intn account that the plan of studies covers a high
number of special courses and that the student has the nossibility to
chonse from option:l courses, a unit of value called "credit" for each
subject.

Academic admission requirements

a) complete secondary schnol studies.

b) basic tnglish and French knowledge. The students who have
this basic knowledge and are able to read and translate thzse lanqgue-
gues into Spanish, will be a)lowed to sit the examinetions of the trai-.
ning courses a8t the 5chool of Humanities of Le Plata University as
free students, If they pass these examinations they will be allowed
to start librarianship studies. The rnst nf the students must atuend
the training courses alre~dy mentioned,at tha School of Humanities
and sit and pess the examinations before nbtaining the 50% of the cre-
dits required for the diploma,

c) same knowledsoe or typewriting. Thea students will be tes-
ted on this matter.

d) preparatory entrance course

e) personal interview about the students vocetnn at the mo-
ment of enrollment, .

Hequirement tn obtain the diploma

8} to have obtuined 68 credits, 63 of which must beleng to
the compulsory rnurses,

b} to have worked in a library 160 hours runming. 50% of them
will be sccomplished in La Plats University Library and the rest can
be accomplished in other libraries that the Direction of the School
consideres more suitadble from the point of view of their organization.

c) during the development of their studies the students must
pass two written tests an librarienship subjects. '

d) They must also write a morograph.

e) They must have the BUY of the attendance to the classes.
The attendance is campulsory and np freee pupils are admitted.

Diploma _granted

1. lDocumentalist. Hequirement: Fulfil the requirements to
obtain the diploma, See points a&a,b,c,d and e, above. 7he
68 credits and the other rpqulrements can be fulfiled in
ahout six semesters,

2. Licerciate in documentatinn, Requirement'a}o obtain the
diploma in documentstion fulfilimg the requleeement sta-
ted in poin 1.

b) To oresent & research work

c¢) To pase four optional subjects bzlonging to one area
nf specialization. The choice nf these four optional subi-
iects (high level) must be subjrcted to the Advisary Aca- ,
demic [nuncil for its approvel. 1If the student hes elready ..
tiken A degrée he has only to present the resesrch work
stated in b),

o/ .
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lssue of certiticotes . ' iy

The School of Jocumentalists and Special [ibrarvians will 4
issur attendance certificates to vncatioral students accordino tn the &
orgenic law of national Argentine universities.

The diplomas ststed in 1 and 2 will be granted by La Plata 4
University and the School fnr Documentalists and Spsecisl Librerians, §

Methodolnqy

1. Theoretical and practical classeas

The training of t#iocumentalists and special librarians
vho will have to perform their duties in university libreries, infor- it
macion antd documentation centres, companies and public offices, will i
have as 8 rain nbject tn work aut problems of organization, -running Y
and management of servirces, The students must develop thair capacity nh
of analysis and must be able to epnly thkir knowledge to the actual
wnrking of the services and their (professional) tools, i

The traditional reading method will be used but neverthe-
less the dehate method will be put intn practice as far as possible w
in order to give th: students the chance to perticipate in the class. - -

2. Larnratnry method

The stiderts car work individually or in groups. The Do~
cumentatinn Centre of the La Flate liniversity Library is an excellent
l=2boretnry to develop reference, hihliography“and documentation work,
and the styients car also practice information science and librarian-
ship at the corre-nonding secticn nf the Certre. Besides, the irvalua-
hle matevial kept in the |ibrary "Heserve" will be equally tzken into
account for History of honk, Paleonrephy and relevant subjects.

When the mnment comes the different departmpnts of the
Central Library will be also used tn increase the students” °xperler—

ce in profssslonal work.,
3. Syllebus and basic bibliography

At the beginning of the academic year the teachers will
present the biblincraphy correspnnding to the syllebus that has bheen
establiskod. The teachers will alsn prenare “"guides" for their cla-
sses, guestinnaires, diayrams end every sort of didectic meterial
that they consider suxtable for :their teaching, They will ®lso appoint
the compulsory resding and the task that the students must perform
an it.

4, Visits of study : ~§

In different opportunitirs and with study purposes, the -
students will visit documentatior centres, libraries, graphic works '
and other institutions considered of 1nt9rest for thp students pro-
fessional and technical treining,

Entrarce course ‘
This course has been planned for the students have & wide
siew of the charccteristics of librarianship studies and their pro- -
fesional posihilities. This course is delivered every year at the .
beginning of the academic year and comprises & series of readings on: ™

- Introduction to documentary knowledge
[]{U:‘ - Intrnduction to technical processing
t ~ lntrnductinan tn modern mathematics o o .




- General view on history of boouk and libraries.
Examinations

For courses number 1(2,103,105,110,114,115 the students
will have to sit two pertial exams &nrd for courses number 101,103 A,
iu4,106,108,109,116,118,118A,118H4,124 and 126 the students will sit
only one partiael exam, These partinal exesms may be questionaires,
tests or any othar sort of proof the teacher considers more conve-
nient, final axams will be writteri and oral. The studerts must pass
the practical wnrk of each course as well as the. pertinent sem1nary
courses to be allowed to sit the final examihations,

There will be examination cells in December, March and Ju-
ly but nevertheless, the School Direction can-for specisl reasons-
appoint additional cells if these do not disturb the normal running
of the School,

The subjects attendance and thp practical work correspon-
ding to these subjects will be valid for “three years.,

Scholarships

The School will try tc abtein scholarships from the Univer-
sity and from national and international organizetions for librarian-
ship students to improve their knnwledge and to go on with their
studies.

Seminaries ard lectures

Due te the dynamic character of librarianghip education,
seminaries and lectures delivered by speciglists on different spe-
cial and practicel subjects will he sponsored and arranged.

Functioning structure

The bchaol will be ruled by a lirector who will be its
highest authority and by & Secretary. -

Academic advisory conuncil

The School will huve an Academic Advisory Council which
will be made up of the members who form the Advidsory Committae of
the University Library. The teachers who form this Advisory Commi-
ttee represent the different schools and high 1nst1tLtes of the yni-
versity. :

The Academic Advisory Louncxl will act es an advisory
body ta the School in such aspects as the School regulations and
their modifications, the competitive contests to eppoint teaechers
end in all othexr aspects raferring the training of technicel staff
whn will work in research centres, libraries and professorships of
the University, : o

Academic Louncil

The teachers of the Ychool with 30 or more teachirig hours
and two representative students will form the School Acadewmic Coun-
cil., The represent=tive students will be chosen annually among the
the candidates who have the highest maerks and & higher number of
credits. '

nctober 1971




DEVELUPMENT UF THE CUURSES ‘
BALIL CLuRsEY

Course number Course Credit Hougrs
1yl Introduction to documentary knowledge 2 10
102 Cataioguing | 4 140
103 giblioyraphy ard reference A 4 75
1032 Argentine and latinoamexican bibliograpbhy 1 0
104 Selection and acquisition 2 2n
105 Library and bnok history 4 40
lu6b Bnok production - Lraphic arts 2 20
107 Copyright amdxxaxysktxms 1 5
108 Administrative science | 3 15
. 1u9 ndministrative science |1 3 .20

110 University libraries organization k| 20
114 Catalocuing [1 : 4 120
»15 lessification i 4 3u
116 Documentation . 4 30
117A Special biblingraphies-Humanities 3 2B

1. Philasnphy

2. Universal literature

3. Argentine litersture

4, Universal history

5. Argentire history

6. Geonraphy

7. Edurational dciences

8., Socioloqy )

9. Economics

1. Lew and social sciences

11. ATt

12, Architecture
1178 Special bhiblicgraphies-fxact and natural

l. Mathematics sciences 3 - 3a

2., Physics

3. Chemistry

4, loolacvy

Y. Hotany

6. Agriculture

7. Biomedicine

8. Veterinary sciences

9. Engineering

1. Techrology b

11, Genlouoy
118 Information processing-Automation 3 {1}
1184 Won-conventional tools -3 20
1188 4anaslysis of systems 3 30
120 Reprography 2 10
122 Hesearch methnds 1 3
124 Flements of mathemurics 4 KIf)
126 Classification 11 3 25

o/ -
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OPTIUNAL CUURLES : o,

Caurse number Course Credit Hours
105 Paleography 1 8
111 Public libr<:ies l 3
112 Primary school libraries ‘ 1 3
113 Children libraries and literature for children 1 K|
119 Audiovisual services Z 10
121 Psycholnyy of readers 2 10
123 Book edition 1. 5
125 Archives p. 10

Total:
Credits: 74
Hours: BuU4d

October 1971




